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Publication of materials of interest to the Vincentian heritage have 
continued to appear at a rapid rate in recent months. 
Louis Abelly. The Life of the Venerable Servant of God Vincent de Paul, 
Founder and First Superior General of the Congregation of the Mission. 3 
vols. Ed. John E. Rybolt, C.M. Trans. William Quinn, F.S.C. Intro. 
Stafford Poole, C.M. Notes by Edward R. Udovic, C.M., and John 
Rybolt, C.M. New Rochelle, NY: New City Press, 1993. Approximately 
1100 pages. $49.00. The newest full biography of the saint is also the 
oldest. Although much has been written about Saint Vincent since the 
publication of this first biography, there is material in Abelly that is 
not available elsewhere, and all subsequent biographies are based on 
his. This edition, the first translation into English, is the most complete 
available in any language, with an extensive set of notes and a topic 
index of more than 100 pages. This index makes this essential work 
even more usable. 
André Dodin, C.M. Vincent de Paul and Charity: A Contemporary 
Portrait of His Life and Apostolic Spirit. Trans. Jean Marie Smith and 
Dennis Saunders. Ed. Hugh O'Donnell, C.M., and Marjorie Gale 
Hornstein. New Rochelle, NY: New City Press, 1993. 126 pages. $9.95. 
This seminal work presents a brief biography of the saint, an essay on 
his spirituality, and the continuing inspiration coming from his life 
and works. This translation fills a long-felt need to have Dodin's work 
more accessible. 
Luigi Mezzadri, C.M.—José Maria Roman, C.M. Storia della 
Congregazione della Mission. I. Dalla fondazione alla fine del XVII secolo 
(1625-1697). Rome: Edizioni Vincenziane, 1992. Historia de la 
Congregacion de la MisiOn. I. Desde la fundacio"n hasta elfin del siglo XVIII 
[sic] (1625-1697). Madrid: La Milagrosa, 1992. 554 pages. Approxi-
mately $20.00. Another very important work is the first volume of the 
history of the Congregation of the Mission. This history, to be pub-
lished in five volumes, is under the direction of Fathers Mezzadri and 
Roman, both well known Vincentian scholars. The first volume has 
appeared in both Italian and Spanish. Translations into other lan-
guages are to follow. 
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This history makes liberal use of original sources and tells the 
story against the background of the times. A brief account of the 
Congregation during the lifetime of Saint Vincent de Paul is followed 
by chapters on the second and third superiors general, René Alméras 
and Edme Jolly, together with specialized accounts of the main activi-
ties of the Congregation: the royal chaplaincies, popular missions, 
seminaries, foreign missions, Italy, Poland, and the life of the Vincentian 
priests and brothers of the period. Each chapter concludes with rel-
evant documents, many published for the first time. 
Luigi Mezzadri, C.M. La Sete e la Sorgente. Rome: Edizioni 
Vincenziane, 1992. Pp. 378. Approximately $20.00. Father Mezzadri 
continues his service to the Congregation in the first of three projected 
volumes on Vincentian studies and spirituality. The first section of 
this valuable book contains a solid presentation of the main sources 
for a study of Vincentian spirituality, beginning with the major studies 
of Saint Vincent himself. The second section consists of a selection of 
texts from the letters, conferences, and rules of Saint Vincent. 
Breviario Vincenziano. Ed. Carlo Riccardi, C.M. Rome: Edizioni 
Vincenziane, 1992. Pp. 570. The third major work to appear this year, 
it is apparently intended to be a kind of meditation book consisting of 
selections from the writings of Saint Vincent on specific topics, ar-
ranged for each day of the year. Thus, for example, the entry for 5 
April, "The difficulties of community life," comes from a letter to the 
Daughters of Charity of the hospital of Nantes. The entry for 2 July is 
devoted to "Help given to poor parishes," and has texts from four 
letters written by the saint. A good index of topics concludes the book. 
The editor has also published, anonymously, two major studies of the 
thinking of each of the founders: for Saint Louise, Nella Chiesa al 
servizio dei poveri (Rome: Edizioni Vincenziane, 1978), and for Saint 
Vincent, Perfezione Evangelica, 3rd ed. (Rome: Edizioni Vincenziane, 
1983). These volumes synthesize the writings of the founders into 
theological topics. Whatever the validity of this exercise may be, the 
volumes are valuable though somewhat difficult to use. The editor has 
undoubtedly drawn on his previous work to make the thinking of 
Saint Vincent, at least, more accessible. Perhaps this will be followed 
by a similar volume on Saint Louise. 
Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac, Frédéric Ozanam. In Sur la route 
des saints. Namur, Belgium: Editions fidélité, 1992. 120 Belgian francs. 
Approximately $5.00. This handy booklet of sixty-four pages presents 
the three founders to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the 
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foundation of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul in Belgium. An 
English translation of this volume would be a welcome addition to our 
resources. 
All of the books mentioned above can be ordered from the Saint 
Thomas Theological Seminary Bookstore, 1300 South Steele Street, 
Denver, CO 80210. Also available from the same bookstore are "The 
Conferences of Saint Vincent de Paul to the Daughters of Charity," 
trans. Joseph Leonard, C.M., ($20.00 plus shipping and handling) and 
"The Way to Holiness: Saint Louis de Marillac," by Elizabeth Charpy, 
D.C., ($9.95 plus shipping and handling). Also available is a porcelain 
bust of Saint Vincent de Paul commissioned by the Vincentian Studies 
Institute ($12.95, plus shipping and handling). 
This Far By Faith: a popular history of the Catholic people of west and 
northwest Missouri. 2 vols. Kansas City: 1992. This enormous work, 
published by the diocese of Kansas City-Saint Joseph and which un-
fortunately is already out of print, consists of four sections: the story, 
the art, the clergy in volume 1, and the history of parishes and insti-
tutions in volume 2. Since Bishop Joseph Rosati's diocese covered all 
of Missouri, his contributions are noted, as are those of the Daughters 
of Charity and the Vincentians. The materials here on the two commu-
nities supplement the two popular histories, Daughters of the Church 
and The American Vincentians. 
Father Jose Luis Cortázar, C.M., is the author of the book To Grow 
in the Faith, published by La Milagrosa Press in Madrid. It is a collec-
tion of topics on formation, grouped in six chapters, for the formation 
of Vincentian laity and parish groups. 
Father Luigi Mezzadri"s book on Saint Vincent, Una carità senza 
Frontiere, has just been published in Slovenian through the work of the 
Vincentians of the Province of Slovenia. It was previously translated 
into Croat by the Daughters of Charity of Zagreb, a Croatian congre-
gation whose motherhouse is in Zagreb. 
Father Franc Sodja's book Before the Gates of Hell, which describes 
in diary form his years spent in communist prisons (1947-1952), has 
also been published in Slovenia. It has previously been published in 
Argentina and a second edition has appeared in Austria. Only with 
democratization in Slovenia has it been able to be published there. 
The Paulinas Press has just published in its collection Biblioteca 
Teologica the work of Father Jose Maria Ibáflez, C.M., The Faith Proven 
in Love, which, according to the editors, "is interesting for the Daugh-
ters of Charity, the priests who seek to organize their Christian com- 
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munities in view of charity, social volunteers, and all those who wish 
to live their personal obligations in the light of their Christian voca-
tion. 
Abelly's biography of Saint Vincent de Paul, which has recently 
appeared in an English translation, has also been translated into Span-
ish by Father Martin Abaitua, C.M., of the Zaragoza Province. Father 
Jaime Corera, C.M., wrote the preface and notes. The work is due to 
appear in 1994. 
Articles 
The Autumn 1992 issue of Colloque, the journal of the Irish Prov-
ince of the Congregation of the Mission, features several presentations 
made at the general assembly of 1992. All of these are in their original 
English, except for the study "Evangelizare Pauperibus," presented 
by Luigi Mezzadri, C.M. In this the author reviews the "Vincentian 
project," the evangelization of the poor in the concrete, that is, the 
situation of Saint Vincent's time and his thinking on how this evange-
lization should take place. In the same issue, John Prager, C.M., of-
fered some thoughts on Marian piety in "Mary of the Poor: A Reread-
ing of the Miraculous Medal from the Periphery." 
The Spring 1993 issue, no. 27, concentrates on topics related to the 
history of the Congregation of the Mission. The first article, "The 
Origins of the Congregation of the Mission: Memory, Myth and Real-
ity," by Stafford Poole, C.M., investigates the sequence of steps from 
the Folleville sermon of 1617 to the foundation and development of 
the Congregation. 
The second article, "The 'Repetition of Prayer' in Volumes XI and 
XII of Coste," by Thomas Davitt, C.M., looks at some aspects of daily 
life at Saint Lazare in the time of Saint Vincent. This study reveals 
some unexpected aspects in the lives of the early Vincentians, such as 
attendance (or lack of it!) at daily prayer, recreation, and the lives of 
the brothers. 
The third article, "A Visit to St Lazare, 1 January 1933," by the late 
Father Kevin Cronin, C.M., recounts briefly his visit to the former 
motherhouse in Paris shortly before its demolition. 
Bernard Koch, C.M., a member of the Paris province, prepared a 
study on "The spiritual service exercised for the laity," for Echoes of the 
Company 7-8 (July-August 1992). In this he presented a study of the 
theological bases of the role of the laity (which, by definition, also 
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includes the Daughters of Charity) in the Church. (1) All are called to 
perfection, according to their state in life, religious as well as priests. 
(2) They are called to participate in the spiritual service as well as the 
corporal service of the poor. (3) Women are called to it as well as men. 
(4) This is done in a spirit of offering, which culminates in the Eucha-
rist. (5) Ordained priests are the spiritual animators and counselors, 
official catechists, dispensers of the sacraments, and those who conse-
crate the Eucharist. (6) The bishops and the pope are to the fullest 
extent representatives of Christ, the head of the Mystical Body. Among 
the points Koch derived from these principles was that for Vincent de 
Paul the care of souls was more urgent than that of the body. In fact, 
the care of the body was often the means to care for the soul. 
In the January 1993 issue, Sister Renée Lelandais, D.C., begins a 
history of the Daughters of Charity in Poland. This first installment 
covers the period of the arrival of the first Vincentians and Daughters, 
1652-1655. The author continues this study in the February issue. The 
second installment deals with the seventeenth century, during the 
lives of the founders, and concludes with the situation about the year 
1660. 
The February 1993 issue opens with the first part of a lengthy 
study by Father Robert Maloney, C.M., the superior general, on "The 
Cross in Vincentian Spirituality." For this study Father Maloney di-
vided the material into four sections: (1) the cross in the New Testa-
ment; (2) the cross in the Vincentian tradition; (3) some problems in 
reflecting about the cross; (4) some reflections on the cross today. 
The Anales 100:2 (November-December 1992) presents materials 
pertaining to the General Assembly of the Congregation of the Mis-
sion, held in the summer of 1992. In addition, there are several studies 
in Vincentian history, such as a resume of the history of the Congre-
gation in Mexico. The editor also announced the opening of two 
processes leading to canonization. The first is for Sister Justa Domingues 
de Vidaurreta, D.C., visitatrix (provincial superior) in Madrid from 
1932 to her death in 1958. The second is for Bishop Emilio Lisson 
Chaves, C.M., a native Peruvian Vincentian, who became archbishop 
of Lima in 1918. Through a series of difficult maneuvers, he was 
removed by order of Pope Pius XII and moved to Rome until 1940. He 
then transferred to Spain and died there in 1961. His name was even-
tually cleared and his personal sanctity attested. 
Students of Vincentian history in the United States often long for 
corroborative evidence of the accounts that have come down to them. 
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One such is the recent publication by Kevin F. Dwyer, O.S.A., of 
"Robert Browne, O.S.A.'s 1820 Report to Cardinal Fontana on the 
State of Catholicism in Washington, D.C., Virginia, the Carolinas, 
Georgia and Louisiana," in Records of the American Catholic Historical 
Society of Philadelphia 103 (Spring 1992):41-61. Unfortunately, Brown 
was apparently ignorant of Vincentian activities. He mentioned only 
one seminary, Saint Mary's in Baltimore. His omission of the other 
two, albeit tiny, institutions, Saint Thomas near Bardstown, Kentucky, 
and Saint Mary's of the Barrens in Missouri, calls into question the 
date of his information: his report was dated 1820, but his sources 
were probably out of date. He himself had not visited Louisiana. His 
paragraphs on New Orleans acknowledge that Bishop Louis William 
Dubourg was then living in Saint Louis,  where he arrived 6 January 
1818, but Browne admitted that his "limited knowledge cannot give 
Your Eminence a more complete report." It is to be hoped that more 
of these interesting memorials will be unearthed and published. 
A double issue of CLAPVI, the journal of the Latin American 
provinces of the Congregation of the Mission, nn. 74-75 (1992), is a 
special commemorative issue on Saint Louise de Marillac. As a result 
it contains several interesting articles on such topics as her devotion to 
Mary, a human profile of the saint, her care of the poor, catechetical 
and educational work, health ministry, vocational recruitment, and 
guidance of local communities. Another study explored her relation-
ship with Marguerite Naseau. Several of these studies deserve trans-
lation into other languages. 
The following issue for 1992 is a supplement of 139 pages. It 
presents a selection of homilies and addresses of Father Richard 
McCullen, C.M., superior general emeritus, that were delivered in 
Latin America. These are given in their original Spanish and Portu-
guese. 
Issue 76 mainly contains materials on the Vincentian general as-
sembly of 1992 that elected Father Robert Maloney, C.M., as superior 
general. The same issue features texts and addresses presented by 
Latin American Vincentians. In addition, it contains the deliberations 
of the meeting of the Conferencia Latinoamericana de Provincias 
Vicentinas (CLAPVI). This organization met in Rome in connection 
with the general assembly. 
The province of Colombia is featured in issue 77 (October-Decem-
ber 1992). The editors have presented brief biographies of several 
Vincentians and have included a history of the renowned prefecture 
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apostolic of Tierradentro. This remote area has been under Vincentian 
missionary influence since 1905. Four prefects apostolic have labored 
there. Among the results seen are two diocesan priests and twenty 
students in the major seminary. 
Father Joseph Dirvin, C.M. 
On 4 July 1993, Father Joseph I. Dirvin, C.M., a widely published 
author on the saints and beati of the Congregation of the Mission and 
the Daughters of Charity, died at Saint Catherine's infirmary in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania. Father Dirvin was born in Philadelphia on 19 
August 1917. He entered the Vincentian Community on 16 June 1938 
and was ordained to the priesthood on 29 May 1943 at the cathedral 
of Saints Peter and Paul in Philadelhia. He did graduate work at Saint 
John's University and had an M.A. degree in English (1956). Among 
his many publications were Saint Catherine Laboure and the Miraculous 
Medal (1958), A Woman Clothed with the Sun (1961), Mrs. Seton: Foundress 
of the American Sisters of Charity (New York: 1962, reprint 1975), Saint 
Louise de Marillac (1968), and The Soul of Elizabeth Seton: A Spiritual 
Portrait (San Francisco: 1990), 
Instruction on the Vows 
From 22 February to 8 March, 1993, the commission named by the 
superior general of the Congregation of the Mission, Father Robert 
Maloney, C.M., met at the General Curia in Rome to begin work on an 
"Instruction on the Vows" taken in the Congregation of the Mission. 
The members are Fathers José Ignacio Fernandez, C.M., Miguel Perez 
Flores, C.M., Leon Lauwerier, C.M., John Prager, C.M., Hugh 
O'Donnell, C.M., and Benjamin Romo, C.M. 
Research 
Father André Sylvestre, C.M., the provincial of the Toulouse prov-
ince, has entrusted to a specialist, Patrick Viala, the task of undertak-
ing a philatelic study on the influence of Saint Vincent de Paul and the 
Vincentian family in the world. There are plans to open a small 
museum at the Berceau, Saint Vincent's birthplace, where these items 
will be displayed. Being sought are all kinds of philatelic docu-
ments—books of stamps, stamps, all types of stamped letters or docu- 
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ments on Saint Vincent, the Congregation of the Mission, the Daugh-
ters of Charity, Frédéric Ozanam, especially those with post marks. 
Please address any correspondence to Mr. Patrick Viala, 10 Avenue du 
Colonel Broche, 30210 Remoulins, France. 
The Vincentian Endowment Fund of DePaul University in Chi-
cago has recently announced grants for three faculty research projects 
that directly relate to topics in Vincentian heritage and history. This 
fund was established in 1992 by a gift of $900,000 from the DePaul 
Vincentian Community. Its purpose is to enhance the identity of 
DePaul as a Catholic, Vincentian, and urban university, with special 
attention to the Catholic and Vincentian aspects of this identity. The 
endowment seeks to achieve this goal by strengthening existing pro-
grams and developing new programs and research projects that sup-
port the identity of the university. It strives to help the university to 
focus on a vision of how, as an institution informed by the vision of 
Vincent de Paul, it is to be Catholic as it prepares to enter its second 
century. Responsibility for the endowment is vested in a board com-
posed of Vincentians and others from the university community. The 
board is responsible to the Reverend John Minogue, C.M., president of 
the university, through its director, who is appointed by the president. 
The present director is the Reverend Paul Golden, C.M. These grants 
are available to all faculty, students, and staff who have a continuing 
relationship with the university. 
The first grant has gone to Doctor Dennis McCann of the Religious 
Studies Department for a study entitled "The China Mission Revis-
ited." Doctor McCann proposes a study of the mission of the 
Vincentians of the Western Region of the United States in China's 
Kiangsi province, diocese of Yukiang, a presence that lasted from 1921 
until the expulsion of all foreign missionaries by the communist gov-
ernment in 1951. The research will also examine the fate of the diocese 
in the years since the communist takeover. 
Another grant has been awarded to Doctor Richard Yanikowski of 
the Public Services Graduate Program for a study entitled "An Ethic 
of Public Service: Lessons from the Life and Writings of Saint Vincent 
de Paul." The study will examine the manner in which Vincent bal-
anced his desire to educate the elite of his society in their social 
obligations while simultaneously devoting much of his own effort to 
providing direct relief to the downtrodden; the principles and meth-
ods Vincent used to organize volunteers into associations of lasting 
stability and worth; and the roles of prayer, reflection, consultation, 
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and community in sustaining Vincent's personal sense of hope and 
that of his many followers. 
Doctor Simone Zurawski of the university's art department re-
ceived a grant to complete her research on several ongoing projects in 
the area of Vincentian heritage. The first of these projects has to do 
with a study of the development of official Vincentian iconography 
from the seventeenth to the nineteenth centuries as revealed in the set 
of monumental paintings and engravings of the life of Saint Vincent 
that were commissioned by the Congregation of the Mission at the 
time of his beatification and that decorated the chapel of the 
motherhouse at Saint Lazare until the French Revolution. Doctor 
Zurawski will also examine the nineteenth-century series of paintings 
that were the work of the Vincentian brother François Carbonnier and 
that still decorate the chapel and rooms of the present Vincentian 
motherhouse in Paris. These works will be evaluated in light of the 
tradition of pictorial narrative between the great cycle of the seven-
teenth century, such as Rubens's "Life of the Queen Mother Marie de 
Médicis" and the revival of historical painting in the nineteenth cen-
tury. Doctor Zurawski will also continue her research on the "Archi-
tecture of the Saint-Lazare enclosure from 1630 to 1795," that is, from 
the lifetime of Vincent de Paul to the transformation of the confiscated 
property into a prison during the French Revolution. 
The Vincentian Family Tree Project 
Many communities both within and without the Catholic Church 
have adopted the mission, spirit, and rule of Vincent de Paul and 
adapted it to different cultures and epochs. In order to document this 
international growth, the Vincentian Studies Institute (VSI) is devel-
oping a "family tree" of the Vincentian Family in the world of today. 
This study makes use of but expands the criteria originally formu-
lated by Father Raymond Chalumeau, C.M., who researched such 
communities in France. The criteria adopted by the VSI include the 
personal involvement or consultation of Vincent himself, his patron-
age, foundation by a Daughter of Charity, Lazarist, Lady of Charity, 
or member of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society, the mission of serving 
Jesus Christ in the poor, Vincentian spirit, the mentor role of a 
Vincentian or Daughter of Charity, and the use of Saint Vincent's 
rules. 
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As of 15 March 1993, on the basis of a pilot survey limited to 
English speaking communities, thirty-nine of forty-eight (81 percent) 
respondents met one criterion. On the basis of preliminary historical 
research of published data concerning 352 communities throughout 
the world, 275 (78 percent) met at least one criterion of the study. Of 
these, 106 (39 percent) have Vincent as community patron, thirty-two 
(11 percent) were founded by a Daughter of Charity or a Vincentian, 
and twenty-three (8 percent) follow a rule based on that of Saint 
Vincent de Paul. 
The VSI is particularly interested in learning about diocesan con-
gregations founded since 1800 and those established in missionary 
areas for native vocations. It would like to identify as many commu-
nities as possible that may claim some kinship to Vincent de Paul. The 
readers of the Vincentian Heritage are invited to help identify prospec-
tive communities for this study. You can help by sending a mailing 
address and name of a contact person (and primary language, if other 
than English). A brief history of the community and its relation to 
Vincent de Paul would also be helpful. Any such information may be 
sent directly to: 
Sister Betty Ann McNeil, D.C. 
VSI Family Tree Project 
4901 Eastern Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD 20782 
USA 
Anniversaries 
Saint Mary's of the Barrens, the first foundation of the Vincentian 
Community in the United States, celebrated the 175th anniversary of 
its founding, 24-27 September 1993. A number of presentations and 
exhibits marked the celebration. 
Kenrick/Glennon Seminary in Saint Louis observed the centenary 
of the establishment of the first Kenrick Seminary from August to 
October 1993. The observance opened on 27 August with a talk by 
Father John Gagnepain, C.M., provincial of the Midwestern Province, 
on "Virtues Stressed by Saint Vincent for the Life of the Priest." On 21 
September Father James Hennesey, S.J., spoke on "Peter Richard 
Kenrick: Nineteenth-Century Churchman" and on 27 September Fa-
ther W. Barnaby Faherty, S.J., gave a talk on "Joseph Rosati: Rector 
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and Bishop." Father Robert Maloney, C.M., superior general of the 
Congregation of the Mission, was the celebrant and homilist at a mass 
at the old Kenrick Seminary on 13 October. On 14 October Father 
Stafford Poole, C.M., addressed the Kenrick Alumni Association on 
"From Perryville to Shrewsbury: 175 Years of Priestly Formation in 
the Archdiocese of Saint Louis." It is intended that these talks will be 
published. 
Archives 
Two recent changes in Vincentian community archives should be 
noted. The first is the appointment of Father Stafford Poole, C.M., as 
archivist of the Province of the West. The provincial archives, formerly 
under the direction of the late Father John A. Walker, C.M., are housed 
at DePaul Center in Montebello, California. 
The second change is the new location of the archives of the 
Southern Province. Formerly in the provincial offices, they are now 
housed at the De Andreis-Rosati Memorial Archives at Saint Mary's 
of the Barrens, Perryville, Missouri. The archivist is Father Louis 
Derbes, C.M. 
Causes of Beatification and Canonization 
In a book of some 500 pages the Positio super virtutibus et fama 
sanctitatis of Sister Rosalie Rendu, D.C., has just been printed. It is the 
work of the Relator of the Cause, Father Yves Beaudoin, O.M.I. The 
principal collaborator of this volume, which has been submitted to the 
Congregation of the Saints, is Father Philippe Roche, C.M. It is hoped 
that a preliminary opinion of the Historical Commission of the Con-
gregation, which must pronounce on the soundness of the historical 
investigation, will be forthcoming soon, so that the Congress of Theo-
logians may pronounce on the heroicity of Sister Rosalie's virtues. 
On 18 December 1992 the Congress of Theologians unanimously 
expressed its favorable judgment on the heroicity of the virtues of 
Frédéric Ozanam. It is hoped that he will be given the title Venerable 
this summer. 
Father Rafael Sainz, C.M., has been nominated Vice-Postulator in 
the cause of the Daughters of Charity who were martyrs in the dio-
ceses of Segorbe and Valencia in Spain. 
Bishop Ramon Echarren Istüriz of Las Palmas, Canary Islands, 
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has petitioned the Diocesan Tribunal to begin the process for the 
canonization of Bishop Buenaventura Codina, C.M., and Father Anto-
nio Vicente, who were noted for their solidarity with the poor and sick 
of their times. Bishop Codina died as bishop of the Canaries in 1858 
and was instrumental in the missionary formation of Saint Anthony 
Maria Claret, founder of the Claretians. 
SIEV 
Father Norbert Tix, C.M., of Germany, has replaced the late Father 
Sjef Sarneel, C.M. of The Netherlands, as a member of the Secretariat 
Internnational d'Etudes Vincentiens (SIEV). 
